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work begun by his father, by the absorption of
Brittany. He was favoured in his attempt by the
condition of that duchy, for Francis II., the former
protector of the Lancastrian exiles, was now old, and
his only child was a daughter, Anne. And the
French were soon given a pretext for aggression.
Brittany unwisely assisted the rebel Louis, Duke of
Orleans, against Charles, and when the revolt was
crushed the armies of France poured into the duchy
and captured town after town. In England, the
success of the French was viewed with comparative
indifference. Traditional friendship, or a feeling of
gallantry, induced a few volunteers to cross the
Channel with Lord Woodville, but even the almost
total annihilation of this force at the battle of St.
Aubin, did not rouse the people (1488). Henry was
averse to war, being naturally of a peaceful dispo-
sition, and being also hampered by the unrest of
England and the insecurity of his throne. The
Bretons were compelled to conclude a disadvan-
tageous peace with France, and soon afterwards
Duke Francis died, leaving his daughter, who was
only twelve years old, to maintain the independence
of her country.

But now Henry found a good reason for interfer-
ing in the affairs of the duchy, even at the risk of a
war with France. He was above all things anxious
to secure his dynasty, and in no way could he do
this more readily than by uniting his family with one
of the other royal houses of Europe. He selected
the new Spanish kingdom as the most satisfactory
ally, and began to negotiate with Ferdinand for a